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With the increasing prevalence of scanning technology, employing keywords in a resume to attract 
maximum attention - by a human and/or computer scanner - has become a critical component of 
building an enticing resume. Keywords are the terms deemed by the employer to representing the 
essential job attributes. Each employer, industry and profession has specific keywords. Companies and 
recruiters search resumes for specific keywords / key phrases to find the candidates with the skills, 
qualifications and expertise to fulfill the job requirements. Incorporating keywords into a resume and 
cover letter help you to secure optimum attention and outperform your competition. 
 

The words you select should portray your Value Proposition and match what the employer is seeking. 
Incorporating job specific and employer pertinent keywords in the top third of page 1 of your resume 
significantly elevates your chances of attracting the employers’ interest in your candidacy. How do you 
find the “right” keywords to secure maximum attention? Utilize your knowledge of the company, 
profession, industry and review online postings of similar positions. Each profession has the potential for 
hundreds of keywords; the list below is just the tip of the iceberg! With the prevalence of electronic 
search capability, failure to incorporate the “right” keywords is not an option! 
 

Legal 
 

Adjudication 

Affidavits 

Briefs 

Case Law 

Client Management 

Conflict Resolution 

Contract Law 

Corporate Law 

Criminal Law 

Criminology 

Custody Agreements 

Defence 

Depositions 

Discovery 

Dispute Resolution 

Due Diligence 

Employment Law 

Estate Planning 

Evidence Collection 

Family Law 

Fraud 

Intellectual Property 

Interrogation 

Justice System 

Labour Law 

Legal Counsel 

Legal Research 

Litigation 

Mediation 

Memoranda 

Motions 

Negotiation 

Notarization 

Paralegal 

Policy Development 

Probate 

Prosecution 

Real Estate Law 

Risk Management 

Settlement Negotiations 

Share Holder Relations 

Small Claims Court 

Tax Law 

Technical Surveillance 

Trademarks 

Trial Preparation 

Will Preparation 

Witness Protection 
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